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FIRST ASSUMPTION CHURCH 
Guest editor-Donat Laplante 


The Assumption Church Parish was established through the united 
efforts of a group of South Bellingham Catholics. Their goal was realiz- 
ed on July 31, 1927. Their first mass was celebrated under a large 50 X 
100 foot tent while the large garage across the street was being convert- 
ed into the first Catholic Church building in South Bellingham. 

The original group that initiated the drive to have their own parish 
were actually members of St. Mary's parish in Franklin but as the St. 
Louis Church in Woonsocket was much nearer it was only natural that these 
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families attended services there and considered themselves ag members, 
Most of their children attended the Parochial School conducted by St. 
Louis Parish. Transportation was provided by the St. Joseph school in a 
truck with two long seats on each side. The writer recalls that child- 
ren who were late, jumved onto the truck but had to stand in the center 
aisle ! It wasn't unusual to walk a mile home for lunch and get back in 
the school yard in time to enjoy recess games. 

The Committee to establish the Parish petitioned Fr. Kenney, Pastor 
of St. Mary's, to present an official request to Cardinal O'Connell on 
June 16, 1927 for a church of their own and for a Pastor to supply their 
needs. Then on June 25, 1927 Fr. Kenney arrived with Rev. Donat Binette, 
who had been appointed Pastor of the new Parish, 

Fr. Kenney had already contracted for and purchased the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Martel, parents of Selectman Arthur Martel and Mrs. 
Dolorese Martel of Mansion Street, to be the rectory which still serves 
this purpose today. 

, The lot next to the rectory, used as a parking lot for the first 

church, was purchased at the same time and designated as a site for a 
church to be built in the future. It was on this lot that the 'tent- 
church! was erected. 

Parish meetings were held in DeNevers Hall in Woonsocket, where it 
was decided to buy 'Trottier's Garaget owned by Arthur Trottier, located 
on Crook's Corner, now the intersection of Pulaski Blvd. and Wrentham St. 
This was to be a temporary church and parish hall with plans of conversion 
later to a parochial school. 

Mr. Rosalphe Brodeur, now 83 years old and residing in the Wrentham 
Manor, was the contractor who supervised the garage conversion into a 
Church and parish hall. This was a one story building and the roof was 
raised in one piece while a secondfloor was added. 

The first mass held in this new church was on Sept. 17, 1927 and was 
dedicated on Sept. 23rd next. The seating capacity was for 320 people. 
This proved to be inadequate to accommodate all those who wanted to attend 
services in this newlittle country church. Many Woonsocket residents 
travelled to Bellingham to enjoy Sunday services here. 

As Fr. Binette was in poor health he requested and was assigned a 
Curate, Rev. Joseph Gosselin, on Sept.25, 1927. Fr. Gosselin came from 
Salt Lake City, Utah. With the assistance ofa visiting priest and the new 
curate celebrated six masses on Sunday but, there were still crowds on 
the walks and Fr. Binette did not like to see people having to attend 
mass that way so on July 8, 1928 he announced that there would be two 
additional masses every Sunday in the nearly completed church-hall. 

A bell had been purchased and on May 28, 1928 a service of blessing 
was conducted. The following week it was raised and installed in the 
belfry with a parade and appropriate exercises. 

Due to failing health Fr. Binette left Assumption Parish in March of 
1930. Rev. Emile Dupont assumed the pastorate in April1930 but was replaced 
in May by Rev. Fr. Dumas who acted as administrator until May 12, 193) 
when Rev. Charles Moisan was named Pastor and served as such until July 
of 1948. The Parish debt was completely paid off during his tenure. 

Rev. Albert Bergeron who had served as a curate from 1930-1932 was called 
back and assigned as Pastor of the Parish and he remained until March of 
1966 when he was assigned as a missionary in the Kentucky hills. 

Henry Borowski contracted to remove the bell and belfry in the spring 
of 1965. This left only three bells in the church steeples of Bellingham. 
During this period a Christian Life Center had been started to provide a 
place for various church activities and fellowship. This gave the parish 
a place to meet during the week days as well as a school. 
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The present Chapel and School were dedicated in May of 1961. 

Fr. Bergeron was replaced by Rev. Noel Giard who administered the par- 
ish until August of 1968 when the present Pastor, Rev. Charles Aubut, as-~ 
sumed the directorship of the Parish that started in a tent in July, 1927 


fifty years ago. 


Fr. Aubut is the honorary chairman of the 50th Anniversary celebration 


committee in charge of preparations for this notable event. 


Many signifi- 


cant changes have occurred in this area and in the church and with hope, 
courage and determination we march on to serve the spiritual needs of our 
people, friends and neighbors. We are proud of our heritage. 


Mass held in tent in August, 1927 with Fr. Binette 
delivering sermon. Altar is left of pole. Altar 

boys and a visiting priest are in the right(of the 
pole.) Barthelemy Bernier is Altar boy at left of 
group. Donat Laplante is last boy on right. Others 
not identified. 
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View taken at a 11 O'clock mass during conversion 
in September of 1927. 
with windows in place. 
ally the old Model T's ! Also old Buick's. Those 


were the days |! 
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Second story has been added 
Note the crowd and especi- 
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; Rakeville road, *. South Bellingham, 
+ Mass., and Wilfrid:Beaulieu of East. 
1 School street, this city; son of Mrs: 
Anna Beaulieu of: Putnam, Conn., 
; goes the honor of ‘being the ~ first 
; couple to be married.in: the - new 
‘parish tent-church at. South Belling- 
| ham, Mass. The couple were married. 
| yesterday morning in: the: Church of) 
ithe Assumption, South. Bellingham,: 
at 8:30 o’clock by Rev..J. D. Binnette’ 
;the new pastors: o~ig¥ee eg eyes 
; After a- reception ‘at. the home of | 
‘the- bride’s parents;:the couple left 
‘tor a honeymoon in the White Moun-~ 
tains.- On their return-they will’re-- 
Side at 150 Mill street; this city? .'%); 
-. The bride’s father and. Henry Flagg 
of East School street,ta relative’:-of 
the groom, were: witnesses. Soloists. 
during the mass-:wereEber:... Corsi,: 
‘who sang “O Salutaris,”” Miss *’ Alice. 
Brodeur, who sang. an:;“Ave. Maria,’ 
and. Aime Bricault,. ‘violinist... Prof: 
Emile Brunelle was.at the organ. )7::, 
*. The bride was-‘dressed in . white: 
satin, and her veil*was. caught. with: 
‘a crown of orange.blossoms. She. car=' 
ried a shower bouquet-of bride roses. 
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and lilies of the valley. (5 ,9\). 02)" 
- The groom, .2- practically’: lifelong: 
resident of this city,: is employed “at: 
the bakery of Joseph: Tessier’ & Son,’ 
Gobeille avenue. ‘The bride has lived: 
in this city and South. Bellingham.* 


ADA THE AYRSHIRE® 


WHEN HATS WERE HATS 
AND 
TRIMMIN’ MEANT WOMEN 


READER’S LETTER 


LETTERS FROM OUR READERS %4% 
"to show my appreciation for copies of Crimpville Comments recei- 
ved, as well as other kindnesses bestowed upon me.---They are 
vastly interesting." Miss Clara Macy--Bellingham. Mass. 


"--thank you for the covies of "Crimpville Comments" which you 
have sent me recently--. Have enjoyed every copy very much as I 
remember eech picture just as shown in your paper. We lived 
on High Street on the farm that is now the town conservation 


area." Mrs. Marjorie Symmes Lccse-=-Franklin, Mass. 


"Thank you for sending the interesting copies of "Crimoville 
Comments". They bring back many happy memories.--May the good 
work continue." Mrs. Eva Symmes Darling--Millis, Mass. 


s+ Ce 


"thank you for the Crimpville Comments you so thoughtfully sent 
us.. We do save them and it is gretefully avvreciatecd. We dia 
enjoy the paper very much." Anna & Leon Gadoury--West Warwick, 


Rhode Island. li 


On the facing page note that in the Spring "My Lady" turned her thoughts 
to the finery of a new hat and outfit in preparation of the Easter Para- 
de. This colorful disslay has always been the height of the social 
season. Competition between the fair sex ruffled many feathers ! 

Bless ‘em.. 


REMEMBER the old mud holes that we got stuck in years ago ?? How lucky 


the young 'uns are today not to heve to even worry about such hazards } 
Maybe we should have left a few just for "kicks" ? 
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ny feats : on are veg ee ae is ( } 
ia it ef Vissatisfied fimeriear 1902 style | 
NEIGH BO RS NOW; IN 197 7WE..OF COURSE THINK NOTHING OF RADIO 
OR TV BROADCASTING. BUT EVEN THOUGH THERE WERE 


NO RADIOS OR TV ’S BACK IN THE OLD DAYS, THERE 1| 
Ry, WAS “BROADCASTING” YEARS AGO: 
YEP, SOME SMART FOLKS WERE ‘WAY 
AHEAD OF THE TIMES. THEY PUT ON 
J, SOME MIGHTY FINE SITTING ROOM 
“PROGRAMS ”.. YEP, THEY DID.... 
OVER THE NEWLANGLED TELEPHONE 


CAN YOU HEAR US, , 
ELSBETH ? YOU CAN.... 
THAT'S DANDY. ALL THE 
KIDS ARE RIGHT HERE BY | 
THE TELEPHONE, SINGING / 
LOUD AS THEY CAN AND 
LIZZIE I5 AT THE 

ORGAN.HEAR ‘EM .7 
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Clarence H. DeMar 
Marathon Champion of Champions 


DeMar had the honor of winning this 
race from Hopkinton to Boston, six 
times. No other champion has ever 


Past Marathon champions 


1914 James Dutty, Hamilton, et 2n.25m Js 
a 


iylS Ecoquerd Fatre, yp Moe een eth 
Ay Miura feaenaicen Chester, N.Y. du om 37 duplicated this feat thus far. 
1v18 (Wwe1) Service igam race won by Camp Devens 
THOR cleks (riuouden creecti: an tym Sts 

} wark, N. 7 t 
Bap Clarence H. Pekar, Dorchester Club 4h gin 40s So, again you ask, What has this to 
igza Clarence H. DeMar, Metrose an zym a0s do with our history ?" "Plenty." 
1925 Caries L. Merlor, oe n 33m 
{326 John C. Milese, Sydney Mines, N.S. 2h 25m 40s 
3/3 Clarence Hi, Demary Melrose shag “73 
1929 John <. Miles, Hamilton, Ont. gh 33m 8s DeMar was in Bellingham after he had 
it James P."Henigan. Medtord 2n 46m 458 returned from the Olympics in Amster 
1932 Pau! desruyn, German . pe eee 
oat Ga anroaehs ‘Suaburys Ont 2h 3gm Sas dam, Holland, and spoke to the y oung 
1336 Elton M. "Tarzan" Brown, Alton, Rt 2h 33m 40, people's club known as the "Bellingh 
12a Leite Pawan. Bamtucket Rlvog gauge eis am Betterment Band"of the First Bapt 
23 s A. Tar ” — ’ el, >. 
19ct Eesives Pawson Pawiuckety” Ris 2h adm See ist Church, in the fall of 1920. 
1943 Gerara Core, st. Hyacinthe, P.O. on 26m 355 This group had been organized by 
1944 are cote, soa bs Jill P.Q. ay Pte te R Willi re 
13ag Siyltanos —Kyrvakidess Greece 2h 39m 25 CV. am Davenport. Dorothea 
1338 Gerard cates ‘Hyacinine, P.O an tim os Ambler Spas, President and Walter 
1980 Kee Yorg Ham, Korea 2h 32m 39s Wentzel, Treasurer. 
195i Smiyeki Lanaka, Japan zn 2/m 495 
1952 Doroteo Flores, Guatmala h Jim 5s 
1953 Rare camaas. Japan 2 Ub ott ee 
1338 Hideo “Haimamura,/ Japan 3h fem 23s Arrangements had been made to have 
1337 dom J kelty: GA ale Walter pick up Mr. DeMar at the 
1880 Paovo Kole, Pinang. 2h tm Sis depot in Franklin. A surprise was 
136) Eine, Gxsanen, Pinang fh dam 43: now in store for Walter ! DeMar 
Re eather cate wins: =| tossed his bags into the car and let 
1967 Davia McKenzie, New England an Vom Abs Walter know that he would not ride 
1369 Voshiaks Unetani. japan an {3m 495 with him 3! He had planned to run: 
HEY Aver nena west,vatey T<. cal, RUE BE all the way to Bellingham to keep in 
1973 Nell ‘Cusack, East Tenn, State $n 19m 398 shape ! So there they were--the 
1975 Wit! Rodaers, Boston 2h 9m 55s 


honored guest sprinting along with 


E 


April 19, 1976- POS arog FultzeJack Walter tagging behind. 


DeMar brought along flags that were 
flown in the Olympics, small ones of 
all participating nations. 


After lecturing to them he departed in the same manner by running to 
Franklin while Walter carried his bags in the car |! DeMar was sought 
after by young folk for his ability as a marathon runner and a strong 
advocacy for eating a vegetable diet. He did not win in the Olympics. 
But his record in the local marathon can be seen in the above chart. 
Records of the first 18 years are not listed. Began in 1896. 

DeMar won in 1922-23-2-27-28 and 1930. His 1922 record of 2 hours 

18 minutes and 10 seconds was not exceeded until 1956 when a Finn cut 
it by about minutes ! He was some athlete for sure and we are proud 
that he had shared a moment of his life to impress the young of Belling- 
ham. 


This young club had some enjoyable highlights, never to be forgotten. 
Rev. Davenport might stay for a half hour at their Sunday afternoon 
meeting and then left. This was the glad signal to "Adjourn" and off 
they would run up to Ambler's""Ranch" for fun and a hot-dog plus free 
punch furnished by Dorothea. And of course--Walter had THE car---] 
Gas was cheap in those days. 
When the group disbanded there was 25¢ in the treasury and so they 
voted to splurge that on hot-dogs ! GOOD OLD DAYS. 
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MOM=-HE-MAE GIRLS 'CLUB 


Do you realize that over 50 years ago there was a group of eligible 
young ladies who aspired to be members of that great make believe world 
of the "theatre" while they were awaiting proposals of quite a different 
nature ? In the “Old Days" promoting plays and putting them on with local 
talent was the "in" thing to do and the good old stege in Bellingham saw 
many a "show" presented to its fullest enjoyment for the audience and not 
to mention the promotion within the actors circle that led to longer range 
"plans" on the matrimonial stage ! Ah, the good ole days ! 


As you glance down the list of characters there seems to be one lone 
survivor of this tense "drama"! Wonder if she can recall that day ? 


38-ACT DRAMA 


“Voice of Authority” 


UNDER AUSPICES 
MOM-HE-MAE GIRLS’ CLUB 


BELLINGHAM TOWN HALL 
Tuesday Evening, May 25, 1915 


8 O’CLOCK P. M. 


CHARACTERS. 
Jean Campbell, (the stenographer, engaged to Bert) Edna A. Jones 
Priscilla Carter, (the newspaper woman, engaged to Ralph) 
Evangeline C. Calkin 
Martha Stearns, (the cooking teacher, engaged to Max) Maie E. Hunter 
Gladys Cushing(the butterfly, engaged to Charlie) Olive A. Hamm 
Margery Whiting, (the bride-to-be, engaged to Billy) Mildred V. Jones 
Elizabeth Kennedy, (independent, not engaged at all) 
Hannah E. Harrington 
Dr. E. T. Simpson, (the physician) Marion C. Patrick 
The Voice of Authority, unseen, but all-powerful, Alta M. Noble 


SYNOPSIS OF SCENES 
Time—The Present. 
All three acts take place in the interior of a camp at Squam Lake, 
New Hampshire. 
Act I—A Friday afternoon in early August. 
Act II——Saturday forenoon. 
Act I1I—Sunday forenoon. 


Contributed by Howard Richardson. 
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WORLD WAR I 


There are still a few of us who remember the tragic day of April 6, 1917 
when President Woodrow Wilson declared war on Germany as authorized by 
Congress. Kaiser Wilhelm became the last German Emperor when the War 
ended in 1918. We had almost 5 million men in the service. Our casual- 
ties were 116,708 who died and 20,002 were wounded. Edward L. Spencer 
and Herbert B. Arnold of Bellingham died during this war. 


CAPT. ISAAC DAVIS 


On the 19th of April in 1775 Capt. Davis left Acton an hour after sunrise 
with about forty men, called "Minutemen". As he set out he remarked, 

"I have a right to go to Concord on the King's highway and I intend to go 
if I have to meet all the British troops in Boston". 

Capt. Davis and his men were in the front line at the Old North Bridge in 
Concord. When the volley fired by the British followed, Capt. Davis had 
stepped to the side of the road and was actually sighting his gun when 
he was struck and instantly killed causing him to leap two or three feet 
in the air, falling on the North side of the wall dieing without a word. 
Private Abner Hosmer, also from Acton, was killed by a ball through his 
head. The heart of Capt. Davis was dedicatea to liberty and this same 
heart was pierced by a ball from a British gun. 

The famous Minuteman statue was erected in 1875 where Capt. Isaac Davis 
TeUL. 

We are proud to let you in on a little known fact that President Shelley 
Davis Vincent of the Milford National Bank and Trust Company is a direct 


descendant of Capt. Isaac Davis. 

MY HOME TOWN 
My home town is a small town. 
As most folks define small 
But to me it will always be 
The number one town of all. 


The Concord Minuteman 


I was born and raised: here 
My kids were too, you see. 
So if I sound partial to it, 
That was intended to be. 


Small town folks are friendly. 
They know each other by name. 
About our big city cousins, 

We could never say the same. 


When I die and go to Heaven, 
As some day I trust I will do, 
I hope if there are any small towns, 
I will live in one up there too. 


COUNT ME OUT, PLEASE. 
People much older cause 
me to rage when they 
preface remarks with 
"folks of our age." 


Photo Courtesy of 
Massachusetts Department of 
Commerce and Development 


"People who get down to 
brass tacks usually 
rise rapidly." 


Jack Chase WBZ TV. 
THE MIDNIGHT RIDE 
OF PAUL 
FOR BEER 
LED TOA 
WARMER HEMISPHERE 
8 BURMA-SHAVE 


CONCORD, Mass:—The Concord Minute- 
man, one of the best known statues in the 
country, stands guard over the Revolution- 
ary War battle site at Concord Bridge. De- 
signed by Daniel Chester French, sculptor 
of the Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D.C., 
the Minuteman has been widely used as a 
patriotic symbol on stamps and war bonds. 


April 29, 1977 
Why not plant a tree 
for Arbor Day ? 
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